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TREES Program Is " Well-Rooted" in North Dakota

submitted by Jill Vigesaa, TREES Program coordinator

Tom Gibson's character, "Darin Ewe,'

“Judges, areyou ready?” If that
questionmakesyousitupinyour
chair and cometo attention, chances
arethat youhavehadtheprivilegeof
beingintheaudienceof oneof two
mock gameshowshosted by “Darin
Ewe,” a'soknownasTom Gibson.
Thegameshowsarepart of aseries
of conservationeducationprograms
knownasTheRegiona Environmen-
tal Education Seriesor"TREES."

' helps students learn about natural resources.

Thisprogramisfunded by the Section
319 (Nonpoint SourcePollution
Management) Program.

A record-breaking number of
“TREES’ programswerepresented
during the2000-2001 school year.
Tom Gibson presented atotal of 436
programswithcombinedaudiences
totaling morethan 30,000 students
andeducators. That number exceeds

thepreviousyear'srecord by more
than 70 programsand 5,000 stu-
dentsand educators.

TheFoster County Soil Conserva-
tionDistrict (SCD) boardand staff
developedthe” TREES’ Program
morethan 10yearsago. Jill Vigesaa
becamecoordinator of theprogram,
and NedraHoberg, now educa-
tional coordinator for theEastern
Grand Forks County SCD wasthe
first presenter. Nedrapresented
programssuchas” Sammy Soil
Saver,” “TheGivingTree” and
“Mother Earth.”

TomGibson, educational presenter
fromBottineau, N.D., beganwork-
ingwiththe* TREES’ programsin
thefall of 1993, presentinghis
program*“SamTing.” Becauseof
thepopularity of hisprogramand
obviouseducational talent, Tomwas
encouragedtocontinuedeveloping
additional charactersand programs.
Soon*“ PeteBogg,” “ DarinEwe,”
and“ Gunnar” wereaddedtothe

(TREES...cont. on page 2)



(TREES...cont. from page 1)

series. Currently, schoolscanchoose
fromfivedifferent programs. Many of
theschool snow request presentations
ateachgradelevel, withthesmaller
schoolscombining K-3and4-6grade
audiences.

Thepopularity of theprograms
acrossthestate hascontinuedto be
very strong. Teacherstell of students
cheeringwhenthey hear that Tom
Gibson (or oneof hischaracters)is
returningtotheir school! Tom's

TREES programs are very popular with students throughout North Dakota.

701.223.4615

information, call 218.233.0292.

Upcoming Events

November 28-29, 2001 -- Four Sates Irrigation Council & Upper Missouri
Water Association Joint Convention, Rushmore Plaza Holiday 1nn,

Rapid City, SD. For more information, call the North
Dakota Water Education Foundation at 701.223.4232.

December 5-7, 2001 -- Joint Annual North Dakota
Water Convention and Irrigation Expo, Radisson Inn,
Bismarck, N.D. For more information, call

January 16-18,2002 -- 19th Annual Red River Basin Land and
Water International Summit Conference, Holiday Inn, Fargo, N.D. For more

charactersengagetheattentionof the
studentswhileteachingvaluable
conservationlessons. Many timesan
evaluationcomesback withthe
comment: “Thisisthebest program
that wehavevisit our school each
year! Pleasecomeagainsoon.”

Themagjority of theprogramsare
sponsored|ocally by SCDs. A few
schoolssponsor individual programs
when SCD sponsorshipisnot avail-
ableorif they haveaspecificrequest.
Financial supportfromboth SCDs
andtheNorthDakotaWetlands Trust
isusedto matchtheNonpoint Source
Pollution Section319Funding. In
addition, theNorth DakotaNonpoint
SourcePollution Task Forcerecently
approvedtheproject proposal for
“TREES’ tocontinuefromJuly 2001
through June2006.

If youareinterestedinschedulinga
programorwouldlikeinformation
about programsinyour area, please
feel freeto contacttheprogram
coordinator Jill Vigesaaat

jill.vigesaa@nd.usda.gov or by caling
701.799.5488.
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quarterly by the North Dakota NPS
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West Fargo High School Wins N.D. Envirothon and Trip to Mississippi

submitted by Diane Olson, North Dakota Envirothon coordinator

The winning West Fargo team included (I to r): Brian Johnson, Brady Brodsho,
James Vranish, Chad Walock, Ryan Harmon and Calvin Erickson..

TheteamfromWest FargoHigh
School won North Dakota'ssecond
annua Envirothon. Thecompetition
washeld May 6through 7, 2001, at
Wedey AcresBibleCamp, Dazey,
N.D.

TheEnvirothonissponsored by the
Coaditionfor Conservationand
Environmenta Education(C?E?). This
groupof individuals, teachers, private
organizations, stateandfedera
agencies, businessesand soil conser-
vationdistrictssharesmilarenviron-
menta godls.

Fifty-twohighschool studentsfrom
aroundthestatedemonstratedtheir
natural resourcesknowledgeasthey
wal kedthroughthreediverseoutdoor
trials. Tocompletethecompetition,
each student gaveal5-minuteoral
presentation beforeapanel of three
judges.

TheEnvirothonisaproblem-solving,
natural resourcescompetitionfor high
school students. Teamscons sting of
fivemembersingradesninethrough
12 study thesubject areasof forestry,
soil, water, wildlifeandacurrent
environmental issue. Teammembers
demonstrate proven conceptsof
"hands-on" education, whileenjoying
theexcitement of good competition
andthefunof spendingaday inthe
outdoors. Theresultisaneffective
educational tool, whichhel psschools
createanenvironmental awareness
andtomeet theimmediateneedfor
morenatural resourceeducation.

Withitswin, theWest Fargoteam
wasgiventheopportunity torepresent
NorthDakotaat theNational Canon
EnvirothoninMississippiinJduly of this
pastyear. Theteamfinished 33rdout
of 49teams.

For moreinformationabout the
Envirothon, contact DianeOlson,
North DakotaEnvirothon Coordina-
tor at 701.845.1674.

AndtheWinnersAre...

First PlaceTeam

West FargoHigh School
Advisor: SaraForness
Sponsor: CassCounty Soil
ConsarvationDidgtrict
TeamMembers: Brian Johnson,
Brady Brodsho, CalvinErickson,
RyanHarmon, Chad Walock
Alternate: JamesVranish

Second Place Team

“Oxbow” Kindred High School
Advisor: Ted Johnson

Sponsor: CassCounty Soil Conser-
vationDidtrict

TeamMembers. LoganMiller, Peter
Rugroden, Peder Hertsgaard, Ken
Anderson, Casey Odegaard

Third PlaceTeam

“ENL” Elgin/NewLepzigHigh
School

Advisor: PamHintz

Co-Advisor: JasonMongeon
Sponsor: Grant County Soil Conser-
vationDigtrict

TeamMembers. DevinGaugler, Joel
Klein, Matt Niederman, ErikaBartz,
ShannaHintz

To learn more about the
National Canon Envirothon,
see article on page 4.



The Envirothon -- How It All Began

The Canon Envirothon website was the source of information for this article.

TheEnvirothonProgramstartedin
Pennsylvaniain 1979 under thename
Environmenta Olympics. ThePennsyl-
vaniaAssociationof Conservation
Districtssponsoredtheprogramasan
outdoor, hands-oncompetition. Three
districtsheldloca competitions.

In 1980, thenameof thecompetition
wasshortenedto Enviro-Olympics.
Duringthenext severd years, the
program continuedtogrow slowly and
in1984, thefirst PennsylvaniaState
Enviro-Olympicswereheld, withsix
teamscompeting. Thecompetition
continuedtoexpandandin 1985, the
second PennsylvaniaStateEnviro-
Olympicshosted 15teams.

In 1988, thenamewaschangedtothe
current name-- Envirothon.
Theprogramcontinuedtogrow with
thefirstnationa competitionheldin
Pennsylvaniain1988. Expansion
continuedwithmorestatesholding
their owncompetitionsandmore
teamscompetingat thenational
competition.

ThelOthAnniversary Nationa
Envirothonfounditsway back to
Pennsylvaniawhereit all started, but
thistimewithanew sponsor. The
Nationd EnvirothonCommittee
(NEC) welcomed CanonU.S.A.asa
sponsor. Thirty-four statesandthree
Canadian Provincesattended the 1997
Nationd Envirothon.

IN1998, thenamewasofficialy
changedtotheCanonEnvirothon. In
additiontoCanonU.S.A., other
sponsorsincludelocal conservation
districts, Monsanto, theU.S. Forest

Service, theU.S. Environmenta
Protection Agency, theNationd
Associationof ConservationDis
tricts, theAmericanCleanWater
Foundationandthe Soil and Water
Society.

Themissionof theCanon
Envirothonistodevel opknowl-
edgeabl e, skilled and dedi cated
citizenswhoarewillingtowork
towardsachievingandmaintaininga
natural balancebetweenthequality
of lifeandthequality of theenviron-
ment. Thisisaccomplishedby
developinginyoung peoplean
understanding of theprinciplesand
practicesof resourcemanagement
andecology. TheCanon
Envirothonprogramfostersa
working partnershipwithresource
professiona sandthegeneral public
topromotegoal sof environmental
educationingradesninethrough12.
Theprogramrecognizesstudents
whoachieveexcellenceinenviron-
mental and natural resourceknowl-
edgeandKills.

Eachyearthe
Envirothon
touchesand
pogtivey
influencesthe
livesof more
than 500,000
young people
acrossthe
country. That
numberwill
continueto
grow asaddi-
tiond states
becomein-

volved. Inquiriesalsohavecomefrom
aroundtheworld,includingsevera
Canadianprovinces, Mexicanstates,
Turkey, Japanand Australia. Soon
thoseinquiriesmay beabout...The

I nternational Envirothon! Thanksto
dedicated volunteers, staff of cooper-
atingagencies, teachersand advisors,
enthusiasticstudentsandinvaluable
support and sponsorship, the
Envirothonhasproventobean
excitinganduseful tool forincorporat-
ingenvironmenta educationintohigh
school classrooms.

The2002 Canon Envirothonwill be
heldat HampshireCollegeinAmherst,
Mass., fromJuly 29through August 4,
2002.

For moreinformati on about theCanon
Envirothon, seeitswebsiteat
WWW.envirothon.org




North Dakota Game and Fish Department Introduces Save Our Lakes Program

submitted by Jerry Stein, aquatic habitat coordinator, North Dakota Game and Fish Department

TheNorth DakotaGameand Fish
Department (NDG& F) recently has
setinmotionanew programcalled
Save Our Lakes(SOL). The SOL
Program seeksto devel op projects
andwork with existing programsto
enhanceand restoreaquatic habitat to
protect North Dakota'sfishery
resourcesfor thebenefit of all anglers.

Most of thelakes, riversand streams
inNorthDakotaaresufferingthe
damagingeffectsof aging. Although
thisaging processisnatural for all
bodiesof water, it hasbeen acceler-
ated by land-usepracticesand
pollution. NDG& Fislooking at ways
tostemand, in somecases, reverse
theaging processthrough avariety of
conservationmeasures.

Oneexampleof arapidly aginglakeis
Sweetbriar DaminMorton County.
Itisestimated that thisreservoir
receives 60,000 to 90,000 tons of
sedimentationannualy. Thatis
enough sediment (mostly nutrient-rich
topsoil) to cover oneacreof land 31
feet deep. Thisdoesnot takeinto
account thetonsof fertilizersand

pesticidesappliedto crops, of which

largeamountsend upinthelake. At

thisrateof sedimentation, Sweetbriar
Damwill becompletely filledinfewer
than60years!

Thestaff of theNDG& F and cooper-
ating agenciesareworking onidenti-
fying, assessingand controlling point
sourceand nonpoint sourcepol lution
inlakes, reservoirsand associated
watersheds. Theseagenciesare
following Environmenta Protection
Agency (EPA) guidelinesand stan-
dardsfor cleanwater.

TheSOL Programwill focusonboth
in-lakeandwatershed activities.
Variousfactorscontributingto
watershed erosionand lake sedimen-
tation arebeing addressed withtools
that include best management prac-
tices(BMPs), conservation ease-
ments, cooperativeagreementsand
watershed modeling. TheSOL
program emphasi zesprojectsthat
reducenutrientsinlakesthrough
trapping and/or removal of sediments,
in-lakenoxiouswater evacuation,

creation of buffer stripsand other
standard andinnovativeconservation
practices. Watershed projectsal so
includenoxiousandinvasivespecies
preventionand control.

Throughthe SOL program, NDG& F
hopestoimplement awidevariety of
toals, including creation of waste
containment facilities, bank stabiliza-
tion projects, sediment dredging and
trapping and many other typesof
restoration projects. TheSOL
programwill beableto cost-share
many of theseprivatelandsprojects,
aswell aslendtechnical advice. Itis
theintent of NDG& Ftowork coop-
eratively withlocal, stateand federal
agenciestoidentify funding sources
andimplement projectsthat meet the
SOL goals.

Toinitiatetheprocess, severa lakes
acrossthestatehavebeenidentified
by NDG& F staff aspriority waters
based on criteriasuch aswatershed
condition, recreation useand oppor-
tunity for success. Althoughthe
prioritization of |akesispart of the
process, SOL involvementisnot
limitedtoidentifiedpriority projects.
Theprogramwill focusonidentified
priority projects, however, when
select opportunitiesariseto address
problemsimmediately, thoseprojects
will beconsideredfor funding. Identi-
fied priority watersand watersheds
for the2001-2002 funding cycleare
listed onpage6.

(SOL...cont. on page 6)

Unprotected waterways
area leading cause of
lake sedimentation.



(SOL...cont. from page 5)

SOL Priority Waters

Reservoir County
ArmourdaleDam Towner
Lemmon, North Adams
Brewer Lake Cass
McGregor Dam Williams
Carbury Dam Bottineau
McDowell Dam Burleigh
Crown ButteDam Morton
Mooreton Pond Richland
Dead Colt Creek Ransom
RadeghReservoir Grant
DickinsonDike Stark
Sather Dam McKenzie
LakeLaMoure LaMoure
VelvaSportsmansPond Ward
NorthDakota

Nonpoint SourcePollution Task Force
NorthDakotaDepartment of Health
Divisonof Water Qudity

Box 5520, 1200 Missouri Ave.
Bismarck, N.D. 58504

If you haveany questions, com-
mentsor wouldliketogetin-
volvedinwatershed andlake
restorationactivities, please
contact Jerry Stein, Aquatic
Habitat Coordinator, N.D. Game
and Fish Department, 100 N.
Bismarck Expressway, Bismarck,
ND, 58501, 701.328.6667, or
emall jsen@date.nd.us

Healthy water sheds protect
North Dakota's fisheries.
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